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МУНИЦИПАЛЬНЫЙ ЭТАП ВСЕРОССИЙСКОЙ ОЛИМПИАДЫ  

ПО АНГЛИЙСКОМУ ЯЗЫКУ ДЛЯ 9-11 КЛАССОВ 

НОЯБРЬ 2019 г. 

 

Use of English 

                                                   

                                                 Time: 100 min. 

 

Task 1 
TASK 1. You are going to read an article. SIX paragraphs have been removed from the article. Choose from the 

paragraphs A-G the one which fits each gap (1-6). There is one extra paragraph which you do not need to use.  30 min. 

 

HOW TO TALK TO ALIENS 

 

On November 16, 1974, astronomer Frank Drake dedicated a new observatory in Arecibo, Puerto Rico, by sending 

humankind's first deliberate communication to extraterrestrials. 

The message, made up of 1,679 seemingly random zeros and ones, was shorter than the first four paragraphs of this 

article, but it still took three minutes to send. While the message began its voyage to the cosmos − a 24,000 year trip to M-13, a 

cluster of stars in the constellation Hercules, to be exact − visiting dignitaries listened over a loudspeaker while each bit played 

as a short, high- pitched tone. Some participants later said it brought tears to their eyes.  

1 _____________________  

To a large extent, modern technologies have made these suggestions irrelevant. Since the 1920s, human radio and TV 

broadcasts have spammed the galaxy and anyone listening has already gotten an earful. 'In some sense, this is all academic, 

because we have been broadcasting to aliens for decades,' says Seth Shostak, senior astronomer at the SETI Institute, a non-

profit organisation dedicated to the search for extraterrestrial intelligence. 'They're already watching re-runs of our TV shows!' 

2 ______________________ 

The Arecibo broadcast represented one approach. Those 1,679 zeros and ones carried hidden meaning for any 

intelligent species who noticed that 1,679 is the product of two prime numbers, 73 and 23. Arrange the message in 73 rows of 

23 numbers, and you get a picture painted in bits. It was a novel approach, but the message was hidden, and it depended on 

aliens making leaps of logic in order to decipher it. 

3 _____________________ 

These efforts are notable because so few other attempts have been made to craft a message to alien civilisations. But 

as actual attempts at communication, the spacecrafts fall flat. They're too small to notice and move too slowly. Far better to use 

a broadcast signal, which we can target at a specific star, and which moves at the speed of light. 

4 ___________________ 

And we could do it with style. 'One nice thing about light is that creatures develop eyes, and it would be possible to 

make optical radiation bright enough to see,' says Paul Horowitz, a professor of physics at Harvard University. 'That's an 

unmistakable signature. You look up, and there's a star, blinking in code, and the colour's changing, too.' 

5 ______________________ 

Other researchers say that the best way to get an alien's attention is to send it a significant numeric pattern, perhaps 

prime numbers or the value of Pi. 'Maybe the most fundamental way to initiate a message would be with mathematics,' says 

Horowitz. 'A lot of stuff will surely be understood by anybody, no matter what slime they're made out of, because it's so basic.'  

6 _______________________ 

The discussion might seem academic. But many astronomers are confident they'll detect an extraterrestrial intelligence 

in the next few decades, and when that happens, we'd better have an official reply ready, or risk being drowned out by the 

public. 

 

A Arecibo wasn't the first time Drake pondered how to address an alien audience. In March 1972, a plaque he designed with 

legendary astronomer Carl Sagan was blasted into space on board the Pioneer 10 spacecraft. A few years later, Drake and 

Sagan would team up again on a much more ambitious project, attaching a gold-plated record full of music and photos onto the 

two Voyager probes. 

 

В If you're sending a message to extraterrestrials, what you want to send is what's special about us and our planet − what's 

unusual. Now that's not basic chemistry or mineralogy, it's pretty much the cultural stuff and the consequences of evolution. 

 

С Humans have debated the best ways to contact our interstellar neighbours for centuries. In 1820, German mathematician 

Karl Friedrich Gauss proposed cutting an enormous right-angled triangle into the Siberian pine forest, creating a monument to 

the Pythagorean theorem big enough to see from outer space. Twenty years later, Austrian astronomer Joseph von Littrow 

expanded on that idea, suggesting the excavation of huge trenches in the Sahara desert, which would be filled with kerosene 

and set ablaze. Flaming triangles, circles and squares would be a beacon to our solar neighbours, at least until the fire went out. 

 

D Next comes the question of what the message should say. Drake says if he could do it again, he might convene an 

international committee of scientists, artists, politicians and religious figures to produce a holographic movie about life on 

Earth. 
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E But what if we decided we wanted to send a message with intent, something that will say more about us than simply popular 

culture? What's the best way to send a message that will be received, understood and useful? 

 

F The mathematical approach has its critics. 'You're not going to send the value of Pi,' says Shostak. 'If aliens sent us the value 

of Pi, wouldn't you be disappointed? You learned that in seventh grade.' Instead, why not transmit everything we've got? 'I 

would just send the entire contents of Google's servers,' says Shostak. 'To begin with, you don't have to worry about the fact 

that they don't speak English, because there's a lot of redundancy, so they'll learn it. And every subject is in there ...' 

 

G We could use the same radio frequencies as the Arecibo message, but why not do something a little more dramatic? The 

universe is pretty transparent to optical light; that's how we can see far away galaxies. If we used a bank of high-powered 

lasers, we could beam a high-bandwidth message across the cosmos. 

 

Task 2 
TASK 2: You will read four opinions. In which section are the following mentioned? Mark the corresponding letter on 

the answer sheet. 

 

7) an argument that's unlikely to impress parents                      A         B           C             D 

8) an unreasonable condition being imposed by parents               A         B           C             D 

9) an argument where neither side will give any ground              A         B           C             D 

10) an indication that you may be winning an argument              A         B           C             D 

11) a strategy for reducing parental anxiety                                  A         B           C             D  

12) countering a suggestion with logical arguments      A         B           C             D 

13) convincing parents of a continued need for something     A         B           C             D 

14) getting parents to recall their own teenage attitudes     A         B           C             D 

15) reaching a compromise solution in a dispute      A         B           C             D 

16) remaining calm when parents do not       A         B           C             D 

 

SECTION A. Be home by 9.30 

 

This always happens. You persuade your parents to let you go to a party, then they make you come home before most 

people even get there. If you try to argue, they'll say something like, 'You're lucky we're letting you go out at all.' In order to 

win this one you have to get inside their heads and work out why they don't want you to go in the first place. Then come up 

with a sensible solution. If they think staying out late is dangerous, reassure them it isn't. Tell them where the party is, who 

you're going with and who's going to be there, because parents like to know stuff like that. Also, tell them you'll get a cab 

home (yes, it's expensive, but much safer than walking or getting the bus). This is exactly the sort of thing your parents want to 

hear. 

 

SECTION B. ‘As long as you live under my roof you'll live by my rules!' 

 

This is a classic angry parent phrase, used whenever they're losing an argument. Make them realise they're laying 

down the law for no reason. Don't go mental, just stay cool and say, 'If you're not going to be reasonable, I'm not going to 

argue with you.' That way you sound sensible and mature, and your parents don't and are much less likely to continue 

screaming at you. The only problem is, sometimes they are being reasonable and say annoying things like, 'If you don't do your 

homework, you'll get into trouble.' Then you have to try and strike a deal, like 'OK, if I get all my homework and chores done 

tonight, can I go to the cinema with my mates tomorrow?’ 

 

SECTION C. 'You're not going out looking like that!' 

 

Obviously girls get this more than boys, but my mum hates it when I wear ridiculously baggy jeans. Whether it's 

midriff-baring tops or enormous jeans, it comes down to the same thing − they worry about what people who don't know you 

will think. It's not that big a deal when you think about it, but it still causes big fights because neither of you wants to back 

down. Changing your clothes is the obvious way to avoid an argument, but you shouldn't have to. Right? No matter what you 

look like, you're the same person and you'll act the same way. You need to make them realise this. If you have any old photos 

of them when they were teenagers, dig them out. They're sure to be wearing just as unsuitable clothes as you, so they'll feel 

hypocritical not letting you wear them, and they'll know exactly what it feels like to be judged by their appearance. 

 

SECTION D. Why should we raise your allowance?' 

 

This is tricky. You've spent all this time trying to persuade your parents you're independent, then you ask them for 

money. They'll probably say something like, 'If you're so independent, why don't you get a job?' or something equally 

annoying. You could try getting a job, but jobs are hard, boring and leave you with less time for partying. And what's the point 

if you can just get money off your parents? What you need to do is persuade your parents getting a job is a bad idea. Weigh up 

the advantages and disadvantages, so you sound like you've thought it through and know what you're talking about. If you say 

jobs are too hard and boring and you'd rather be out partying (even though that's true), you'll sound irresponsible and you're 

much less likely to get a raise. Instead, say a job would interfere with your schoolwork. You'll score major points with your 

parents, as it sounds like you've got your priorities right. 
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Task 3 

 
TASK 3. Match the sentence halves paying attention to the meaning of the phrasal verbs. 

 

17) Some managers really look down on administrative staff 

18) People often come up against difficult situations 

19) I was so disappointed because I sent off for an amazing special offer of a DVD 

20) I couldn't go through with the job 

21) I try to go ahead with all my work independently 

22) Although children grow out of playing with cuddly toys 

 

a) but I had a letter back from the company saying that they had run out of copies. 

b) because I couldn't face up to the responsibility it involved. 

c) in their workplace, and often have to put up with a lot of stress. 

d) they often don't get round to throwing them away; mine are still in my attic! 

e) but expect those same people to get on with them. 

f) so that I can cut down on the number of boring meetings I have to go to. 

 

17) a   b  c  d  e  f  

18) a   b  c  d  e  f 

19) a   b  c  d  e  f 

20) a   b  c  d  e  f 

21) a   b  c  d  e  f 

22) a   b  c  d  e  f 

Task 4 

 
TASK 4: Use the word given in capitals to form a word that fits in the numbered gap.  

 

HOW TO MAKE A GOOD INITIAL IMPRESSION 

 

If you're job-hunting in Britain, it's (23) ____________(ESSENCE) to know the conventions for writing a good 

Curriculum Vitae (CV).This is usually a sheet of paper on which you list your personal details, (24) _____________ 

(QUALIFY) and experience. Many employers request a CV rather than issuing a standard (25) ______________ (APPLY) 

form when they are looking to fill (26) ____________ (SPECIFY) posts. The CV can, however, also be useful if you want to 

write to employers letting them know that you're available should a suitable (27) ____________________ (VACANT) arise. 

(28) ____________ (CLEAR) and simplicity are the key features of a good CV. Employers may have to look through 

hundreds of them when they are on a (29) _____________ (RECRUIT) drive, and any that are overlong or have a poor layout 

are likely to be discarded immediately, (30) _____________ (RESPECT) of the content. It is important, therefore, to make 

your CV look as business-like as possible. It's (31) ______________ (ADVISE) to use good-quality, heavy, plain paper and a 

clear bold typeface in black ink. Information should be presented in the form of concise sentences, possibly arranged into 

bullet points under (32) _______________ (HEAD). Another important consideration is (33) __________________ 

(ACCURATE), as nobody is likely to be impressed by CVs containing spelling or punctuation errors. So make sure you check 

it carefully. 

Task 5 

 
TASK 5. For questions 34-39, think of one word only which can be used appropriately in all three sentences.  

 

34) Naomi is a very approachable woman and people find her __________to talk to. 

My grandmother thinks that I have a very _________ life compared to her experience of being a teenager. 

It's _________ to see why so many people support the local team who have done so well in recent seasons. 

 

35) Tom and Angela were disappointed not to receive a _______________ of cutlery as wedding present. 

The college is drawing up a ______________ of rules regarding the use of the computer facilities in the library. 

Elsa has been collecting Star Wars figurines for 12 years, and needs one more rare figure to complete the __________ . 

36) As sales continued to decline, Patrick had no ____________ but to close down the business. 

At the new shopping centre, customers will find a wide _________ of goods on display. 

Although Sally Green would have been Paul's _______________ for the job, other members of the interview panel had 

different ideas. 

 

37) So did you _____________ any conclusions once you'd completed your research into the issue? 

People don't need to learn how to _____________ these days as most designs can be created on a computer. 

To decide who had won first prize, the organisers of the competition decided to _________ the names out of a 

hat. 
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38) Tom's story about the dog was rather boring and failed to ________________ the group's attention. 

We didn't take the car on holiday as the boot wasn't large enough to ______________all our luggage. 

Clarice went on to _______________ a number of responsible positions in the company before her retirement in 2005. 

 

39) My clothes feel very _________ since I lost weight. 

I had to pay for the cup of coffee with a £20 note because I didn't have any _________ change. 

The little girl had had a _________ tooth for some weeks, and on Friday evening it finally came out. 

 

Task 6 
 

TASK 6. For questions 1-12, read the text below and decide which answer (А, В, С or D) best fits each gap.  

 

ECHINACEA 

 

Perhaps the most popular medicinal herb being used today, Echinacea has had hundreds of journal articles written 

about it during the last century. Echinacea is an attractive perennial flower, native to North America, with pretty white, pink or 

purple daisy-like flowers, which grows up to five feet tall. To the Native American Indians, it was a (40)  ___________  

flower and was (41) ___________used by them for innumerable medicinal purposes. In fact at least 14 different tribes used 

echinacea for colds, infections, inflammations, sore throats, coughs, tonsillitis and even snakebite. Echinacea has long been 

used for its anti-viral, anti-bacterial, and anti-microbial (42) ____________ but more than ever the efficaciousness of 

echinacea in stimulating the body's immune system is being (43) _____________.  Experiments have shown that 

polysaccharides within the plant can increase the response of white blood cells to (44) ___________ an attack on invading 

organisms by up to 40 per cent. Echinacea also causes an increase in the number of immune cells and (45) ____________ their 

response. Many users of echinacea have claimed that, by (46)  ____________ doses of the plant at the first symptoms of a cold 

or flu, the symptoms disappear within 24 hours. It has also been shown that echinacea is able to inhibit the (47) ___________ 

of an enzyme which is secreted by invading bacteria so that they can (48) ___________ themselves to healthy cells and destroy 

them. By suppressing the enzyme, echinacea helps the cells (49) ____________ up a more effective defence. And not only is 

the plant useful in helping us to (50) _____________ the common cold virus − echinacea has been seen to have an activating 

effect on macrophages, which (51) _____________ out and destroy cancer cells, and helps to produce interferon, which 

inhibits the growth of tumour cells. 

 

40 A worshipped В specialist С holy D sacred 

41 A usually В widely С mostly D generally 

42 A assets В properties С resources D features 

43 A valued В absorbed С claimed D recognised 

44 A launch В establish С set D give 

45 A speeds up В brings along С calls down D gives off 

46 A having В taking С getting D obtaining 

47 A responses В deeds С actions D conduct 

48 A grip В glue С stick D attach 

49 A put В make С give D send 

50 A win В defeat С conquer D triumph 

51 A find В seek С bring D take 

 
TASK 7. Match two halves of the proverbs.  

 

52 One scabbed sheep A will learn to howl. 

53 Who keeps company with the wolf B is in the eating. 

54 Empty vessels C than two promises.  

55 A clean fast is better D make the greatest sound.  

56 If the blind lead the blind both E shall fall into the ditch. 

57 Spare the pence, and the pounds  F than a dirty breakfast.  

58 The proof of the pudding G is paved with good intentions. 

59 A gift in the hand is better H will mar a whole flock. 

60 The road to hell I will take care of themselves. 

 


