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МУНИЦИПАЛЬНЫЙ ЭТАП ВСЕРОССИЙСКОЙ ОЛИМПИАДЫ  

ПО АНГЛИЙСКОМУ ЯЗЫКУ ДЛЯ 7-8 КЛАССОВ 
 

USE OF ENGLISH 

 

TIME 110 min. 

 

TASK 1. Прочитайте текст и выполните задания 1-7. В каждом задании обведите букву а, b, c или d, 

соответствующую выбранному вами варианту ответа. 

 

The public school in town served a number of purposes. Education, of course, was one. It offered a curriculum in 

general education, manual education, and preparatory education for college. Its music and sports programs provided 

entertainment to the school and its patrons. And the school served as an agency of social cohesion, bringing the community 

together in a common effort in which everyone took pride. 

The sports program was the center of gravity of extra-curricular activities. The school fielded junior and senior varsity 

teams in football, basketball and track. Any young man with enough coordination to walk and chew gum at the same time 

could find a place on one of those teams. In addition, sports generated a need for pep rallies, cheerleaders, a band, homecoming 

activities, parades and floats, a homecoming queen and maids of honor, and a sports banquet. It also mobilized parents to 

support the activities with time and money. 

There were any number of clubs a student might join. Some were related to academics, like the Latin Club, the 

Spanish Club, and the Science Club. Others brought together students interested in a profession, like the Future Farmers of 

America, the Future Homemakers of America, the Future Teachers of America, and the Pre-Med Club. Still others were 

focused on service. The Intra-Mural Council, made up of girls (who had been neglected in the regular sports program), 

organized tournaments in a variety of sports for girls. The Library Club worked to improve library holdings and equipment. 

The Pep Club organized homecoming activities, parades and athletic banquets. 

The Student Council, including representatives from each class, was elected by the student body after a heated 

political campaign with banners and speeches. It represented student interests to the administration and the school board. It 

approved student clubs that were formed, helped resolve discipline problems, and played a role in setting codes of conduct and 

dress. For the most part, it was a docile body that approved the policies of the administration. 

The Journalism Club published a monthly newspaper of school news and opinion. It was financed by selling ads to 

business men in the community. 

Another group planned and published the school Yearbook, which was a pictorial record of the student body, the 

year's activities, sports, and achievements. The Yearbook staff sponsored a beauty contest, pictured outstanding students 

selected by the faculty, and a Who's Who of popular and talented students selected by the student body.  

Churches in town, of which there were many, sponsored their own activities for youth; and the community sponsored 

a recreation center, called Teen Town, for chaperoned Saturday night dances each week. Community and school leaders 

seemed determined to keep the youth of the town busy and out of trouble. In a small Southern town in the Bible Belt where 

very few students had access to a car, which had been voted dry and in which no alcohol was sold, they succeeded marvelously 

well. 

 

1. The first paragraph implies that the public school 

a) was more than just an educational institution. 

b) offered the best educational curriculum. 

c) had developed close ties with a college. 

d) preferred students talented in sports and music. 

 

2. Which of the following is true about the school's sports programme? 

a) Ability to chew gum while walking was required of all participants. 

b) The sportsmen were supposed to join the school band. 

c) It was run on the money collected from parents. 

d) It played the most important role outside the curriculum. 

 

3. The word 'others', in paragraph 3, refers to... 

a) academics. 

b) school clubs. 

c) students. 

d) professionals. 

 

4. Which of the following is NOT the function of the Student Council? 

a) Representation of students' interests. 

b) Helping administration in discipline issues. 

c) Formation of school clubs. 

4) Participation in conduct code setting. 
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5. The money for the advertisements from local businessmen was used to pay for 

a) the Journalism Club. 

b) the publication of a monthly newspaper. 

c) the publication of the school Yearbook. 

d) inancing the beauty contest. 

 

6. Saturday night dances were sponsored by 

a) the recreation center. 

b) churches. 

c) the school. 

d) the community. 

 

7. Who does the title 'Keeping Busy' refer to? 

a) young people. 

b) school council. 

c) town churches. 

d) community. 

 

TASK 2. Fill in the gaps 8-13 with the fragments of sentences. Seven fragments a-g  are offered, one of them is extra 

which you do not need to use.  

Window Shopping 

The day would be spent with my best friends Kath and Kate. We are actually three Catherines (by birth spelt with а 

С), 8 ________________________ we are all K's: Kat (that's me), Kath and Kate — the 3K Window Shopping gang! 

Window shopping is simply wonderful. You can look at any outfit. You can try on 9 _________________not a single 

item on sale for which the price is a problem. You will try something on, ponder, pout, twirl, think hard, check yourself in the 

mirror one last time and finally reflect 10 ______________________ right for you! The highlight of this regular adventure 

however, is generally the 3K chocolate and ice cream break in the Shopping Centre's top floor café.  

Of course we do not believe that we are wasting anyone's time. We do 11 ___________________ as well, but a 

reliable equation for us is — 3Ks + shopping mall = a good time. 

But 12 _____________________ out to be especially memorable. One of the stores had a questionnaire lottery with 

the first prize being a voucher worth £200. We filled in the question forms while in the café and returned to the store by their 

2.00pm deadline. Kate won the first prize but we had decided in advance that if any of us won something, we would share 

equally: All for one К and one for all! At this point our morning of window shopping paid off. We completed 

13____________ slightly less than 10 minutes: three skirts, three hats and  three belts and three very OK, K's. 

 

a) not like to spend our time 

b) that it's probably not quite 

c) that particular day turned 

d) our real shopping in 

e) sometimes go shopping for real 

f) anything you want and there is 

g) but when we are together 

 

8) a b c d e f g 

9) a b c d e f g 

10) a b c d e f g 

11) a b c d e f g 

12) a b c d e f g 

13) a b c d e f g 

 

TASK 3.  Open cloze. Complete the sentences below with a suitable word. 

 

MOVIE MONSTERS 

 

Two films that came out (14) _______________  1931, Dracula and Frankenstein, have changed cinema history. There have 

(15) ____________ hundreds of remakes of these stories. Frankenstein's monster and Count Dracula (16) ____________both 

originally characters in novels. It is a strange coincidence that (17) _____________ first written versions of these stories were 

probably created in the same place and (18) _____________ the same time. Nearly 200 years (19) ______________, in the 

summer of 1816, the English writer, Mary Shelley, spent a holiday in Italy (20) _____________ a group of friends including a 

man called Doctor Pollidori. One night, (21) ____________ all played a party game in which everyone (22)   _________ to 

think of a horror story. The story Mary told was about Frankenstein and Pollidori's was called Vampyre. (23) __________ the 

last 200 years, these stories have been told over and over again and the characters themselves (24) _________changed a lot. 

Two recent film versions (25) __________the stories were Interview with a Vampire, starring Tom Cruise, and Mary Shelley's 
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Frankenstein, starring Kenneth Branagh. I wonder (26) ____________ Mary Shelley and Doctor Pollidori would think of these 

movies if they could come back and see them. 

TASK 4. Match to make idioms. 

 

27) Make hay 

28) Haven't seen you 

29) As awkward as 

30) Catch the bear 

31) Empty vessels 

32) It never rains 

33) Better to be a live dog 

34) Two heads are better 

35) Out of sight, 

36) Cast pearls 

37) Two many cooks 

38) People who live in glass homes 

A. a cow on roller skates. 

B. spoil the broth. 

C. while the sun shines. 

D. make the greatest sound. 

E.           than one. 

F.           before swine. 

G. in donkey's years. 

H. should never throw stones. 

I. before you sell his skin. 

J. but it pours. 

K.          than a dead lion. 

L.          out of mind. 

 

27)  A    B C        D        E      F      G      H      I     J     K     L 

28)  A    B C        D        E      F      G      H      I     J     K     L 

29)  A    B C        D        E      F      G      H      I     J     K     L 

30)  A    B C        D        E      F      G      H      I     J     K     L 

31)  A    B C        D        E      F      G      H      I     J     K     L 

32)  A    B C        D        E      F      G      H      I     J     K     L 

33)  A    B C        D        E      F      G      H      I     J     K     L 

34)  A    B C        D        E      F      G      H      I     J     K     L 

35)  A    B C        D        E      F      G      H      I     J     K     L 

36)  A    B C        D        E      F      G      H      I     J     K     L 

37)  A    B C        D        E      F      G      H      I     J     K     L 

38)  A    B C        D        E      F      G      H      I     J     K     L 

 

TASK 5. For questions 39-50, read the text below. Use the word given in capitals at the end of some of the lines to form 

a word that fits in the gap in the same line. 

 

Biodiversity and humanity's place in it 

 

           It is estimated that approximately 1.4 million species of organisms have been discovered, 

yet the total number alive on Earth is unknown. Some experts estimate that there are somewhere 

between 10 and 100 million species, although no one can say with (39) _________________ 

which of these figures is closer. Fewer than one in ten of all the species that have been given  

(40) ______________names have been closely studied. 

         We have to (41) _____________ our goals in studying species because, unlike the rest of 

science, the study of biodiversity has a time limit. Species are disappearing at an accelerating rate 

as a consequence of human activities, primarily the (42) ________________of natural habitats 

but also ever-increasing pollution and contamination of pristine environments by introduced 

species. Twenty per cent or more of the species of plants and animals could vanish or be doomed 

to early (43) _______________ by the year 2020 unless we do something drastic to save them. 

The loss of many species will mean that new sources of scientific information and incalculable 

potential (44) _________________ wealth will be destroyed. We should also be aware of the 

dangers of overlooking the services that ecosystems provide humanity. Human beings coevolved 

with the rest of life on Earth. It would be (45) __________________ to suppose that we can 

continue to diminish biodiversity (46) _________________ without threatening our own 

existence. One of the reasons why humans have failed (47) __________________ life on Earth is 

because we prefer to be ignorant of our common origins with the rest of life. We therefore have a 

misplaced sense of (48) _______________ over the other species on Earth. But human beings 

are a part of nature, a species that evolved among other species. The more closely we  

(49) ______________ ourselves with the rest of life, the more quickly we will be able to acquire 

the (50) ____________ on which to build a new direction for the Earth as a whole. 

 

 

 

 

confident 

 

science 

broad 

 

destroy 

 

 

extinct 

 

biology 

 

mad 

define 

intellect 

 

superior 

 

identity 

know 

 

TASK 6. For questions 51-55, think of one word only which can be used appropriately in all three sentences. 

 

51. a) He was the first person in his family to get a ___________ from a university. 

b) Martin infuriated me to such a ___________  that I threw a plate at him. 

c) We decided to go for a walk – even though it was barely one ___________ above freezing outside! 

 

52. a) Arnold and Lillian have been ___________ friends since they were children.  

b) It's no ___________ saying you don't like mushrooms now – I've cooked the meal. 

c) I know you don't like taking your medicine, but it's for your own ___________. 
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53. a) Did you know that tomatoes belong to the same ___________ as potatoes? 

b) They decided to start a ___________ almost as soon as they were married. 

c) Cornelius has traced his ___________ tree right back to Roman times. 

 

54. a) Lizzie put a ___________ in the newspaper about the cat she found. 

b) Samuel threatened to hand in his ___________ if they didn't reduce his overtime. 

c) Emmanuel only gave me a week's ___________ to find another driver before he left for Spain. 

 

55. a) £50 was a small ___________ when I was your age! 

b) I had the good ___________  to work with one of the best writers of the time. 

c) Jennifer didn't believe in it, but she decided to let Madame Rosa read her ___________. 

 

TASK 7. The following words all appeared in the magazine articles. Replace the underlined words in the sentences with 

the most suitable alternative from the box. There is one extra word. 

 

astounding eradicate flora and fauna 

legislation 

 

menial pessimistic 

residents restrictions soaring 

 

56) I thought the things he said to Jane were absolutely surprising. 

57) Unfortunately, settlers managed to wipe out the whole species. 

58) There are a number of limits you have to be aware of at the college. 

59) I was fascinated by the diversity of wildlife in the area. 

60) He spent three years doing tiring, unskilled work in prison. 

61) Stop being so negative all the time! 

62) I looked up at the elevated peaks of the towers above. 

63) Local inhabitants have complained about noise levels from the factory. 

 

 


